
Words Into Action 

Benenden School and Parish Join Forces to Secure the Village Shop 
 

Benenden School and members of the Benenden Parish Plan Business and Local Economy 
Team have teamed up to provide much needed community benefits. 

The school has agreed to acquire “The Poplars” – home to The Village Shop and Post Office. 
This will provide accommodation for new school staff. A long-term leasing arrangement will 
ensure that the village continues to enjoy general store and Post Office services provided by 
a Community Shop. 

Application has been made to register Benenden Community Shop Limited as a Community 
Benefit Society. A small start-up committee has been formed to ensure that arrangements 
are in place for a smooth takeover when Tessa & Stacey Noble leave the shop after 11 years 
as proprietors.  

“I’m	  thrilled	  that	  the	  Village	  Shop	  will	  continue	  in	  good	  hands	  –	  I	  wish	  the	  new	  organisation	  every	  
success	  when	  it	  takes	  over.”	  –	  Tessa	  Noble,	  Proprietor	  

The Community Shop will be run by a manager responsible to a management committee, 
elected by community shareholders. Members of the community will be able to purchase 
shares (one or more) at £10 each. Shares will not earn interest. Each shareholder will have 
only one vote to elect the management committee when it takes over from the start–up 
committee and when elections are held at Annual General Meetings.	  The shop will be run by 
paid management staff supported by volunteer assistants. 

“The	  whole	  village	  is	  grateful	  that	  the	  Village	  Shop	  is	  secured	  for	  the	  community.”	  -‐	  Gordon	  Reynolds,	  
Chairman,	  Benenden	  Parish	  Council	  

After refurbishment and reorganisation of the shop, the aim is to be fully operational in 
improved premises by the end of the summer. The new shop operation will also include a 
small café. The Post Office and reduced trading will continue whilst phased building 
alterations are being made. 

The school will retain the living accommodation and garden allowing new staff to live in the 
heart of Benenden. 

“We	  are	  delighted	  to	  help	  the	  local	  community	  in	  this	  way	  and	  in	  doing	  so	  enable	  Benenden	  pupils	  to	  
continue	  to	  benefit	  from	  the	  shop	  in	  the	  heart	  of	  the	  village.	  Through	  this	  purchase	  we	  will	  also	  be	  able	  to	  
offer	  more	  staff	  accommodation	  which	  is	  an	  important	  priority	  for	  the	  school	  in	  attracting	  the	  best	  
teaching	  talent.”	  –	  Sam	  Price,	  Headmistress	  

The new Parish Plan, launched on 7th February, reflected the desire of the village for strong 
and enduring links between residents and businesses which are based in Benenden. This 
exciting development is an early example of what can be achieved. 
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